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The Kingdoms of Israel and Judak
^ David organized his kingdom on a military footing.
Military officers enjoyed greater privileges than the
civil servants. The Israelite state was far more
military in charater than either Egypt or Babylonia.
David very diplomatically subordinated the priests also
to himself. He himself appointed them and naturally
they felt responsible to him. And since he appointed
to the office of priests mostly his sons and relatives,
they always secured his interest first.
David's next move was to organize revenge on
those that had been his enemies and he spared no-
body. Thus the ancient enemy of Israel Moab was
overthrown and two-thirds of her inhabitants were
slaughtered despite the fact that the kingdom had
given asylum to his parents when he was in hiding
to evade Saul's anger. Ammon's turn carne next.
So knowing its lot the kingdom entered into an alliance
with the Aramaean tribes against Israel. The allies,
however, were utterly defeated and later David mas-
sacred the citizens of the capital of Ammon after taking
it. This angered the Aramaean king of Zobah and
he sent his general with a big army against David
but the latter defeated the enemy severely. Syrians
then moved against him and he beat them and annexed
Damascus, the capital of Syria. This raised David's
prestige in the eyes of distant rulers and the kings
of Hamath and Tyre sought his friendship and became
his ally.
After settling thus the affairs in the north David
turned south. Edom was invaded and overthrown
and a general massacre of its people ordered and
carried out. The king of Edom was killed in the
battle and his son fled to Egypt where the Pharaoh
gave him a pension till David's death. Edom was
annexed as far as the sea. Thus within a short time
David made Israel an extensive and powerful